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® During the six days that worker bee larvae is fed, each 3DAYS 6 1/2 -7 DAYS 14 1/2 DAYS 24

individual larvae will be visited between 8,000-10,000 times!

® When the queen dies, and there are no eggs/larvae to raise
as a new queen, worker bees may lay eggs (from which only
drones hatch since they will be unfertilised).
A worker bee is capable of laying 28 eggs in her lifetime.
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The life of a worker bee :
o Up to day three - clean out the cells in the hive.

® From day four - as a house bee - feed the older larvae with bee
bread, and do orientation flights outside the hive.

WORKER FEEDS
HATCHED LARVAE

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 2 27 28 29 30 31 32
s O R A

LARVAE REACHED Emerges after
® From day seven - maxillary glands develop, so able to secrete FULL GROWTH, Qu ee n EGG LARVAE PUPA g days
royal jelly, begin to feed royal jelly to queen and larvae. WORKER CAPS CELL 3DAYS 5 1/2 DAYS 7 1/2 DAYS 1 6

e Day 12 to day 18 - house bees develop special wax glands

(located on the last four segments of the abdomen) and LARVAE SPINS
produce wax scales* (flakes), and work on building comb. COCOON AND
BECOMES PUPA

During this time, bees also guard the hive, examine the
nectar, and help keep the brood warm.
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IMPORTANT DAYS - - -

e Day 15 to 18 - worker bees start taking on their most IN RAISING DAY3 DAY5 DAYs 9-12 DAY 16 Queen goes on DAYS24-28 DAYS28-32 | O S
responsible job - as field bees, out foraging for and collecting :v'x,cELsEus Eggs  After 5 days Check hive Queen orientation Queengoeson  Queen for eggs
nectar and pollen. They continue with this until they wear ADULT BEE hatch the hivecan once n this hatches flights mating flight ~ starts laying | afte/ day
themselves out, or are taken by one of the many bee-eaters. EMERGES FROM no longer time for

- ) CELL create a queen cells

* Note : There are around 4 million scales of beeswax required queen from

to make 1kilo. 50 scales are required to build a single cell. fertilised egg Avoid opening the hive between days 14 to 32



